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Spring 2022, Session 4 

Tuesday & Thursday 12:00pm – 2:30pm 

Classroom: Zoom or IB-2013 

 

Instructor: Professor Zhaojin Zeng 

Assistant Professor, Division of Arts and Humanities 

Senior Research Scientist, Center for the Study of Contemporary China 

Email: zhaojin.zeng@dukekunshan.edu.cn 

Office hours:  TBD 

(in person or via Zoom; advance email appointment preferred) 

Duke Kunshan University 

GCHINA 302 The Factory: 

From Socialist Industrialism 

to World Assembly 

mailto:zhaojin.zeng@dukekunshan.edu.cn
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Instructor’s information  

Hi all, welcome to the course The Factory! This course has been designed and taught by Dr. Zhaojin 
Zeng, Assistant Professor in the Division of Arts and Humanities and Senior Research Scientist of Data 
Science Research Center at DKU. His expertise lies in the economic, business, and industrial history of 
China and the world. His research also involves historical data analytics and digital humanities. Dr. Zeng 
is directing the “New Human Intelligence Lab,” which studies the dynamic relationship between data, 
digital technology, and humanity in the future world. He is also the founder of The Chinese Factory 
Project (www.chinesefactory.org), a data-driven humanities research project collecting and publicizing 
archival materials and quantitative datasets on the history of China’s industrial development. 

What is this course about? (Course Description) 

This course is a reading and research seminar. Students will have opportunities to conduct 
primary source-based research to produce a solid research product, which makes 
contributions or sense to academic and professional audiences. 

In the late nineteenth century, China had almost no modern industrial establishments other than a few 
government-run arsenals and shipyards. After about one hundred years, by the early 2010s, China has 
become the world’s factory, possessing the largest production capacity and covering all the industrial 
sectors. China’s economic miracle is, in essence, a miracle of the factories. 

How and why did China become the world’s factory? What forces, factors, and mechanisms made 
possible China’s ascent to the global production power? And in what ways are Chinese industrial 
factories different from other parts of the world? How does the formation of a massive industrial 
economy remake economy and society within China and beyond? This course will address these 
questions by conducting a comprehensive analysis of the Chinese factory as a business institution, social 
space, and economic and policy instrument. Through a series of reading and research activities, students 
will develop a thorough understanding of the historical transformation of Chinese factories. Students 
will also learn to situate the Chinese factory’s development and change in the global context, comparing 
it with factories in the industrialized economies of the West as well as in other socialist and 
industrializing economies. Through the comparative study on a global scale, students will comprehend 
the powerful role of industrial production in the shaping of our contemporary life. 

This course will prepare a solid foundation for students who consider pursuing an academic or 
professional career in the following fields: Development Studies, Asian studies, Political Economy, 
International Relations, and Public Policy. 

What background knowledge do I need before taking this course? 

Basic knowledge of modern Chinese economy and history is preferred but not required. 

What will I learn in this course? (Course goals)  

After studying this course, students will be able to: 
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· Establish the chronology of Chinese factories’ development in the past hundred years from the late 
Qing to the early twenty-first century, and demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the 
historical dynamics and mechanisms that have influenced China’s unique path to the global 
industrial power. 
 

· Identify and understand how the key historical factors have sustained the historical transformation 
of Chinese factories: political and economic institutions, indigenous culture, social forces, natural 
resources and endowments, transnational technologies, international and regional trade, and 
networks. 
 

· Evaluate the development of Chinese industrial factories from a global perspective; Compare and 
grasp the major differences between Chinese and Western factories in terms of management and 
organization, institutional culture, and relations with the government. 
 

· Develop advanced research and communication skills by writing a historically and empirically 
grounded research paper that analyzes an important aspect of China's industrial factories. 
 

· Foster abilities to locate and assess scholarly materials and to work collaboratively and effectively on 
group projects. 

 

How can I prepare for the class sessions to be successful? 

You will need to follow the weekly class schedule to complete assigned coursework and actively 
participate in online discussions before each class meeting. During the class, pay close attention to 
lectures and fully participate in class activities. It is also helpful to start to prepare your writing 
assignments well ahead of the due time; consult the Language Learning Studio for help when needed.  

Your final grade does not make you successful. Your attitude and efforts do. 

 

Class Organization 

1. The classes consist of Zoom meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays each week and asynchronous 
programs and materials on Sakai. 

2. Tuesday sessions will be devoted to short lectures and student-led discussions on pre-assigned course 
materials; Thursday sessions will be used towards research and interactive activities such as movie 
reviewing or paper development workshops. 

 

How will my grade be determined? (Assignments and Grading) 

1. Attendance [5%]: Students are required to attend all class meetings. Attendance for each class 
meeting is taken on a credit/non-credit basis in the formats of sign-up sheets, pop quizzes, and exit 
notes, among others. There is no make-up for missed attendance. Each absence results in a one-point 
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deduction in your final grade. Exceptions can only be made with a doctor’s note or other legitimate 
documentation for extreme conditions/causes. 

Accommodation for Remote Attendance: Attending Zoom lectures is not required when internet 
connections, time difference, covid lockdown, or other reasonable reasons prevent you from doing so. If 
you currently locate outside of China and will have to virtual-attend the entire course, all you need to do 
is, before the start of the second week, declare yourself - by sending an email to the professor - as an 
“asynchronous” student. Per University policy, “asynchronous” student will be evaluated by alternative 
assignments and tasks, such as watching lecture videos, participating in online discussions, and 
completing other asynchronous sessions. 

2. Class Participation [10%]: Students are required to fully engage in the class by asking and responding 
to questions, actively participating in discussions, carrying out group work, and performing other 
required class activities. Normally, students should make themselves physically visible – namely, turning 
on the cameras – to the whole class. Participation grades are assigned before the last day of the class. 
The grade is based on the instructor’s subjective, but very fair, evaluation of student visibility and 
performance during the entire period of the course. 

3. Student-led Discussion [20%]: Students will pair in two to lead the discussion session to discuss 
assigned readings and other materials. Student discussion coordinators will be graded on discussion 
preparation and coordination.  

4. Research Project “The Factory Story” [60%]: Drawing on primary factory documents available at the 
website of The Chinese Factory Project and other multimedia sources, students will develop an 
analytical project about the Chinese factory and use the story of the Chinese factory to address a larger 
academic question or public concern on China’s economy, industry, and labor. The whole project will 
consist of several phases: 1. Write a one-paragraph note on your research topic; 2. One-page proposal; 
3. A 3-page draft paper; 4 a final, complete research paper (around 15-20 pages, excluding bibliography). 
We will workshop and discuss them during the session. The grading structure for this assignment is one 
paragraph (5%), one-page proposal (5%), 3-page draft paper (10%),  and a final paper (40%). All four 
components account for a total of 60% of your final grade. 

 

Final grade: 

Final Grade (in accordance with DKU’s official grade scale): A+= 98% - 100% A = 97% - 93%; A- = 90% - 
92%; B+ = 87% - 89%; B = 83% - 86%; B- = 80% - 82%; C+ = 77% - 79%; C = 73% - 76%; C- = 70% - 72%; D+ 
= 67% - 69%; D = 63% - 66%; D- = 60% - 62% F = 59% and below 

 

What are the course policies? 

Grading Policy: Students wishing a reconsideration of their grades may consult the professor, and 
requests must be made by email within THREE days of the posting of the grades. In the case of 
regrading, assignments will be graded afresh. Grades may go up or down. Students should immediately 
inform the professor of any discrepancies between grades recorded on the course website and the 
grades they have received on assignments.  
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Assignment Writing Policy: All assignments should be crafted originally and directly by students. In the 
meantime, all information/materials, created by others and then used in students’ work, should be 
given credit to in the appropriate academic citation styles. Note that writing first in a language other 
than English and then having it translated into English through digital tools is prohibited. 

  

Assignment Submission Policy: Students need to follow the course instructions to submit all completed 
assignments, on time, to the correct places, online, in print, or in class, etc. Submissions late for the first 
hour will be penalized for 5% deduction in grade, 20% deduction if late between the 2nd hour and one 
day. It will NOT be graded if submitted beyond 24 hours after the deadline. 

  

Digital Device Policy (“No Screens” Policy): On-screen distractions in class have become a besetting 
problem, frustrating other students and faculty alike. This course thus simply adopts a “no screens” 
policy: laptops, cellphones, iPad, or other digital devices are NOT allowed during class time and must be 
stowed away. Students will be notified in advance if laptops will be needed during a particular session 
(for a group activity, etc.), or to consult readings they may not have printed out. Zoom updates: During 
the Zoom sessions students keep cameras open and should not use other digital devices. 

 

Etiquette: Please arrive on time. Please do not come and go during class time. If you are unavoidably 
late, as a courtesy to the class, enter quietly so as not to interfere with the instructor and students. 

 

Religious Observances: Please notify the instructor by email of your pending absence at least one week 
prior to the date of observance of a religious day. Students will be given opportunities to complete 
missed work within a reasonable amount of time before or after the absence. 

 

In-Class Communication Policy: The physical or virtual classroom in this course also serves as an 
intellectual space for open and free academic conversations between class participants, which consist of 
the instructor and registered students. Visitors and audit/outside students can be allowed only if the 
instructor grants approval in advance. Following DKU policy, recording, and spread to outside outlets of, 
class conversations in any way is strictly prohibited. 

 

E-mail Communication Policy: Each student in the class should have been issued a DKU e-mail address 
(username@dukekunshan.edu.cn) upon admittance. This e-mail address is to be used by the University 
for official communication with students. Students are expected to read the e-mail sent to this account 
on a regular basis and communicate properly with the instructor on academic and other course-related 
issues via official DKU emails outside of the classroom. Failure to read and react to University 
communications in a timely manner does not absolve the student from knowing and complying with the 
content of the communications. The University provides an e-mail forwarding service that allows 
students to read their e-mail via other service providers (e.g., Gmail, Outlook). Students that choose to 
forward their e-mail from their DKU email address to another address do so at their own risk. If e-mail is 
lost as a result of forwarding, it does not absolve the student from responding to official 
communications sent to their University e-mail address. 

  

Academic Policy & Procedures: Students are responsible for knowing and adhering to academic policy 
and procedures as published in the University Bulletin and Student Handbook. Please note, an incident 
of behavioral infraction or academic dishonesty (cheating on a test, plagiarizing, etc.) will result in 
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immediate action from the instructor, in consultation with university administration (e.g., Dean of 
Undergraduate Studies, Student Conduct, Academic Advising).  Students can visit the Undergraduate 
Studies website for additional guidance related to academic policy and procedures. 

 

Academic Disruptive Behavior and Community Standard: Please avoid all forms of disruptive 
behavior, including but not limited to: verbal or physical threats, repeated obscenities, unreasonable 
interference with class discussion, making/receiving personal phone calls, text messages or pages during 
class, excessive tardiness, leaving and entering class frequently without notice of illness or other 
extenuating circumstances, and persisting in disruptive personal conversations with other class 
members.  Please turn off phones, pagers, etc. during class unless instructed otherwise.  I will take 
action in consultation with the university administration (e.g., Dean of Undergraduate Studies, Student 
Conduct, Academic Advising). 

Academic Integrity: Each student is bound by the academic honesty standard of Duke Kunshan 
University. Its Community Standard states: “Duke Kunshan University is a community comprised of 
individuals from diverse cultures and backgrounds.  We are dedicated to scholarship, leadership, and 
service and to the principles of honesty, fairness, respect, and accountability. Members of this 
community commit to reflecting upon and upholding these principles in all academic and non-academic 
endeavors, and to protecting and promoting a culture of integrity and trust.” Violations of the DKU 
academic honesty standard will not be tolerated. Cheating, lying, falsification, or plagiarism in any 
practice will be considered an inexcusable behavior and will not receive any points for the activity. 

 

Course Resources and Student Support  

Students with Disabilities: If you need to request accommodation for a disability, you need a signed 
accommodation plan from Campus Health Services, and you need to provide a copy of that plan to me. 
Visit the Office of Student Affairs website for additional information and instruction related to 
accommodations. 

 

Academic Advising: Please consult with me about appropriate course preparation and readiness 
strategies, as needed.  Consult your academic advisors on course performance (i.e., poor grades) and 
academic decisions (e.g., course changes, incompletes, withdrawals) to ensure you stay on track with 
degree and graduation requirements. In addition to advisors, staff in the Academic Resource Center can 
provide recommendations on academic success strategies (e.g., tutoring, coaching, student learning 
preferences).  Please visit the Office of Undergraduate Advising website for additional information 
related to academic advising and student support services. 

Language Learning Studio: If you want additional help with academic writing – and more generally with 
language learning – you are welcome to go to the Language Learning Studio (LLS), located in the 
Conference Center. More information can be found on the LLS website. 
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What required texts, materials, and equipment will I need? 

1. Required Textbook (provided through Library): Joshua B. Freeman. Behemoth: A History of the 
Factory and the Making of the Modern World. (W. W. Norton, 2018). ISBN: 978-0393246315. 

2. Supplementary materials: Follow the weekly schedule to access supplementary readings and other 
materials on Sakai. 

 

Course Schedule (subject to revision; changes will be announced on Sakai) 

 

Week 1 

Date March 22, 24 

Class topic Introduction: Factory as an Evolving Concept and Reality 

Pre-class work 

for students 

Tuesday: 

o Read: Behemoth, Ch.1 “The Invention of the Factory.” [Sakai] 

o Sign up for leading the weekly discussions 

o Familiarize yourself with the class schedule and the course’s Sakai setup. 

 

Thursday: 

o Paper Development Workshop-1: A one-paragraph note about your 

preliminary idea for the research paper (due on Thursday) 

 

Planned in-class 

activities 

Tuesday: Course Introduction 

o Going over the syllabus, introducing course policies and structures. 

Thursday: Lecture on the early history of work and life; Discuss your ideas 

for research papers 

 

 

Week 2 

Date March 29, 31 

Class topic Factories and the Industrial Revolution 

Pre-class work 

for students 

Read and Discuss: 

o Behemoth, Ch.2 “New England Textiles and Visions of Utopia.” [Sakai] 

o Sven Beckert, Empire of Cotton, Ch.6 “Industrial Capitalism Takes 

Wing.” [Sakai] 

o The First American Factory: https://www.ushistory.org/us/25d.asp  

o [Quickly browse] The Rise of the Machines: Pros and Cons of the 

Industrial Revolution: https://www.britannica.com/story/the-rise-of-the-

machines-pros-and-cons-of-the-industrial-revolution 

https://www.ushistory.org/us/25d.asp
https://www.britannica.com/story/the-rise-of-the-machines-pros-and-cons-of-the-industrial-revolution
https://www.britannica.com/story/the-rise-of-the-machines-pros-and-cons-of-the-industrial-revolution
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o [Optional] Behemoth, Ch.3 “Industrial Exhibitions, Steelmaking, and the 

Price of Prometheanism.” 
 

Digital Resources for Self-Exploration 
o History of the Industrial Revolution: Man-Made to Machining 

https://www.thomasnet.com/articles/custom-manufacturing-

fabricating/industrial-revolution-manufacturing-history/ 
 

Recommended book: 

o E. P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class 

 

Planned in-class 

activities 

Tuesday: Discuss (2 students) factories, the Industrial Revolution, and 

capitalism 

Thursday [Paper Development Workshop-2]: one-page paper proposal is 

due in class; we will discuss and analyze your proposals 

 

 

Week 3 

Date April 5, 7 

Class topic Factory as a Socialist Civilization 

Pre-class work 

for students 

Read and Discuss:  

o Behemoth, Ch.5 “Crash Industrialization in the Soviet Union.” 

o Andrew Walder. “Organized Dependency and Cultures of Authority in 

Chinese Industry.” Journal of Asian Studies 43:1 (Nov. 1983): 51-76. 

o Li, Huaiyin. “Everyday Power Relations in State Firms in Socialist 

China: A Reexamination.” Modern China 43, no. 3 (May 2017): 288–

321.  

o [Optional] Barry Naughton, “Danwei: The economic foundations of a 

unique institution” in Danwei: The Changing Chinese Workplace in 

Historical and Comparative Perspective, 169-194. [On Sakai] 

o [Optional] Stephen Kotkin, Magnetic Mountain: Stalinism as a 

Civilization, Intro. [On Sakai] 

 

Watch before Thursday:  
o North China Factory (1980) 

https://www.nfb.ca/film/north_china_factory/ 

 

o History.com, “How Detroit Factories Retooled During WWII to Defeat 

Hitler.” https://www.history.com/news/wwii-detroit-auto-factories-

retooled-homefront 
 

Recommended books: 

https://www.thomasnet.com/articles/custom-manufacturing-fabricating/industrial-revolution-manufacturing-history/
https://www.thomasnet.com/articles/custom-manufacturing-fabricating/industrial-revolution-manufacturing-history/
https://www-jstor-org.proxy.lib.duke.edu/stable/2054617?pq-origsite=summon&seq=1
https://www-jstor-org.proxy.lib.duke.edu/stable/2054617?pq-origsite=summon&seq=1
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/doi/full/10.1177/0097700416671878?utm_source=summon&utm_medium=discovery-provider
https://journals-sagepub-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/doi/full/10.1177/0097700416671878?utm_source=summon&utm_medium=discovery-provider
https://www.nfb.ca/film/north_china_factory/
https://www.history.com/news/wwii-detroit-auto-factories-retooled-homefront
https://www.history.com/news/wwii-detroit-auto-factories-retooled-homefront
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o Andrew G. Walder. Communist Neo-Traditionalism: Work and Authority 

in Chinese Industry. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986. 

o Joel Andreas. Disenfranchised: The Rise and Fall of Industrial 

Citizenship in China. Oxford University Press, 2019. 

 

Planned in-class 

activities 

Tuesday: Discuss the socialist factory and its legacies 

Thursday: Review and discuss (2 students) the documentary North China 

Factory; Report progress on your research paper 

 

 

Week 4 

Date April 12, 14 

Class topic/unit 

name 

From Factories to State Enterprises: Factories and the Rise of China 

Pre-class work 

for students 

Read: 

o Joel Andreas, “Reforming the Work Unit System” in Disenfranchised. 

o Wendy Leutert, “State-Owned Enterprises in Contemporary China” in 

Routledge Handbook of State-Owned Enterprises (2020). 

o Kellee S. Tsai and Barry Naughton, “State Capitalism and the Chinese 

Economic Miracle,” introduction chapter,  

o [quickly browse] Behemoth, Ch.6 “Cold War Mass Production.” 

 

Planned in-class 

activities 

Tuesday: Discuss (2 students) the role of the state and state-owned 

enterprises in Chinese and world economies 

Thursday [Paper Development Workshop-3]: A 3-page draft paper due 

and workshop your paper together in the class 

 

 

Week 5 

Date April 19, 21 

Class topic The World’s Factory: A Multifaceted Space in China 

Pre-class work 

for students 

Read: 

o Behemoth, Ch.7 “Giant Factories in China and Vietnam.” 

o Lu Zhang. Inside China’s Automobile Factories: The Politics of Labor 

and Worker Resistance (Cambridge University Press, 2015), Ch.4 

“Organization of production and factory social order.” 

o [quickly browse] Pun Ngai, “Becoming Dagongmei” and “Imagining 

Sex and Gender in the Workplace” in Made in China: Women Factory 

Workers in a Global Workplace. 

o [optional] Management and labor regimes at Huawei, see The Huawei 

Model, 153-174. 

https://oxford-universitypressscholarship-com.proxy.lib.duke.edu/view/10.1093/oso/9780190052607.001.0001/oso-9780190052607-chapter-7
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/578f7e4ac534a5c08c478743/t/5e781bb364f35a2e28936903/1584929716451/State-Owned+Enterprises+in+Contemporary+China_Leutert+%28*Accepted+Version%29+.pdf
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.lib.duke.edu/core/books/state-capitalism-institutional-adaptation-and-the-chinese-miracle/B22E95BADECE68CF04EC39682D8953C8
https://www-cambridge-org.proxy.lib.duke.edu/core/books/state-capitalism-institutional-adaptation-and-the-chinese-miracle/B22E95BADECE68CF04EC39682D8953C8
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/duke/reader.action?docID=1754876&ppg=100
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/duke/reader.action?docID=1754876&ppg=100
https://read-dukeupress-edu.proxy.lib.duke.edu/books/book/963/Made-in-ChinaWomen-Factory-Workers-in-a-Global
https://read-dukeupress-edu.proxy.lib.duke.edu/books/book/963/Made-in-ChinaWomen-Factory-Workers-in-a-Global
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/duke/detail.action?docID=6404643
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/duke/detail.action?docID=6404643
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o [Optional] William Hurst, “The roots of unemployment and the political 

economy of lay-offs” in The Chinese Worker after Socialism. 
 

Watch before Thursday:  

o Factory City (2012) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=xMm-

YMO5H7o&feature=emb_logo 

 

o Virtual Reading: “Inside 'iPhone City,' the massive Chinese factory town 

where half of the world's iPhones are produced.” Business Insider, May 

8, 2018. 

https://www.businessinsider.com/apple-iphone-factory-foxconn-china-

photos-tour-2018-5 

 

Recommended books: 

o Leslie Chang, Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing China 

o Dexter Roberts, The Myth of Chinese Capitalism: The Worker, the 

Factory, and the Future of the World 

 

Planned in-class 

activities 

Tuesday: Lecture and discuss (2 students) the contemporary Chinese factory 

economy 

Thursday: Review and discuss the documentary Factory City; [informal 

workshop] Report your progress on the research paper and discuss with the 

instructor and your classmates. 

 

 

 

Week 6 

Date April 26, 28 

Class topic Chinese Factories, Global Capitalism 

Pre-class work 

for students 

Read: 

o Behemoth, Ch.4 “Fordism, Labor, and the Romance of the Giant 

Factory.” 

o Ding Fei, “Variegated work regimes of Chinese investment in Ethiopia,” 

World Development, Volume 135, November 2020. 

o [quickly browse] Ching Kwan Lee, The Specter of Global China: 

Politics, Labor, and Foreign Investment in Africa, Chs1&6. 

o [optional] Ngai, Pun. “China’s Infrastructural Capitalism: The Making of 

a Chinese Working Class,” positions politics, April 28, 2022. 

 

Watch before Thursday:  

o American Factory (2019) 

https://www.netflix.com/title/81090071 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=xMm-YMO5H7o&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=8&v=xMm-YMO5H7o&feature=emb_logo
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0305750X20301753
https://positionspolitics.org/pun-ngai-chinas-infrastructural-capitalism-the-making-of-a-chinese-working-class/?fbclid=IwAR1Awq-BTZIIUdJWyo7h7_BDST2BTB2G_tVcD1E7GtU71UmoWwWfa-0HMNA
https://positionspolitics.org/pun-ngai-chinas-infrastructural-capitalism-the-making-of-a-chinese-working-class/?fbclid=IwAR1Awq-BTZIIUdJWyo7h7_BDST2BTB2G_tVcD1E7GtU71UmoWwWfa-0HMNA
https://www.netflix.com/title/81090071
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Recommended book: 

o Li Ji, The Clash of Capitalisms: Chinese Companies in the United States 

 

Planned in-class 

activities 

Tuesday: Lecture and discuss (1 student) the connection between Chinese 

factories and global capitalism 

Thursday [Paper Development Workshop-4]: Submit your draft paper (no 

length or proper formatting required; but has to be a draft, real draft) and 

discuss with the instructor and your classmates 

 

 

 

Week 7 

Date May 3, 5 

Class topic Future Factories: Imagining Industrial Life in the 21st Century 

Pre-class work 

for students 

Watch: Why Chinese manufacturing wins:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7Jfrzkmzyc 

 

Recommended books: 

o Irene Yuan Sun, The Next Factory of the World: How Chinese 

Investment Is Reshaping Africa, Harvard Business Review Press, 2017. 

o Robyn Meredith, The Elephant and the Dragon: The Rise of India and 

China and What It Means for All of Us, W. W. Norton, 2008.  

Planned in-class 

activities 

Tuesday: Course review and Final Presentation 

Thursday: No activity; paper due in class 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E7Jfrzkmzyc

