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“Connoisseur. Studio. Clean table [for painting]. Cool 
breeze and beautiful moon. Vase of  flowers. Tea, bamboo 

shoots, oranges and tangerines all in season…” 

- Chen Jiru (1558-1639)
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“The commerce in the markets is beyond imagining. 
There are 360 large stone bridges, four on east and 

west, on south and north, there are canals all about.” 

- Japanese Monk Seijin, October 1072
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“There are also in this city many philosophers and 
leeches [doctors], diligent students of  nature.” 

- Marco Polo, 1280
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“Through the mist come human voices; a fish market is 
nearby. (…) From the distance I hear the creaking of  

wheels, and again the splash of  oars.” 

- Gao Qi (1336-1374)
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