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MidTown, located between downtown Cleveland on 
the west and University Circle on the east, forms an 
industrial, commercial and health-tech corridor with 
the Healthline bus transit system cutting through. 
Once a thriving, mixed-use neighborhood, the area 
suffered from redlining and disinvestment during 
urban renewal, and densities drastically decreased. 
It remains surrounded by residential neighborhoods 
even today, but MidTown is now characterized by 
significant vacancy on either side of the railway 
corridor, wide vehicular roads, sparsely populated 
residential areas that are pushed to the periphery 
and an absence of tree-cover and open public 
spaces. 
Though there is significant growth projected, 
with new residential, commercial and health-tech 
developments planned and proposed along Euclid 
Avenue, the aim is to ensure that this growth is 
equitable and meaningful to the long-term residents 
of the place. 
Our vision is to channel proposed activities and on-
going investments in a way that contributes to the 
overall neighborhood, such that their effects do not 
remain limited to their direct users and developers. 

MidTown Creatives Cooperative
Rewa Phansalkar, Xiaotong Yang, Gianni Valenti, Alex Goddard



Walkability and Business Proximities Adaptive Reuse Potential
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Three Potential Areas for Improvement

Area 1

Area 2

Area 3
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Dave’s is a new hub for the 
community, where people come 
together for activities like the food 
workshop. However, it is surrounded 
by parking lots, and even though 
important, prominent buildings like the 
Women and Children’s Center and 

Link 59 are seperated from it by only 
a few blocks, the whole area needs 
public space to tie these landmarks 
together. The site is also proximate 
to new planned developments along 
E 66th Street. Hence, the area in the 
vicinity of Dave’s became our first site. 

The intersection of  E55th and Euclid 
is perhaps the most visible street node 
in MidTown, and was also the place 
where the Historic Penn station was 
located. It gets high traffic, is highly 
visible, surrounded by vacant land in 
need of programming, and represents 

an intersection between pedestrian, 
vehicular and frieght movement. 
Despite how busy the area is, the 
wide vehicular roads, lack of easy 
crossing options, and missing street 
side programming dictate that this site 
is in need of intervention. 

The third site is located further 
south within a more residential 
neighborhood, comprised of a 
negelected industrial district with 
historic brick buildings and an 
extensive stretch of vacant land on 
either sides of the frieght line. Most 

schools, churches, and amenities of 
community importance are located 
near this site, and it’s accessible for 
the residents of Fairfax and Central. 
The industrial ruins are covered in 
intricate graffiti, which indicates that 
artists from the community frequent it.



Rail Spine Green Space Permeability

8 9

The rail corridor is a spine that 
could channel activities from the 
current hub at Dave’s southward 
towards the industrial district. 

All three areas are mixed use, but 
the dominant program changes. 
A series of new underpasses 
and connectors join the functions 
together in a ‘district’.

The series of public spaces 
are interconnected, and 
improved underpasses increase 
permeability across the rail.

Design Concept and Programing
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Railway Corridor as Spine
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We wish to align the potential of new developments with the current needs and desires of the residents in the 
community. The railway corridor becomes an historical element that physically brings these ideas together. 
We looked at new and proposed developments such as the Cleveland Foundation Headquarters and Warner 
Swasey redevelopment in connection with current landmarks such as Dave’s Supermarket and The Euclid 
Intersection. We identified intervention opportunities by mapping adjacent vacancies and seeking to tap 
into emerging pockets of vibrancy. Three important elements for our team included addressing the physical 
challenges of the rail spine, adding programmable green space, and allowing permeability on both sides of the 
tracks. 

Commercial & Social Connections
Mixed Use Office and Retail
Attraction to Residents and Investment

Relationship to Neighborhoods
Visibility
Interaction With Rail
Proximity to New Developments

Proximity to Residential Zones
Possibilities for Adaptive Re-use

Open Space for Affordable Housing

Cedar  Ave

East 55th

Bio Remediation
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Site one is the midtown hub with the three blocks 
that include Dave’s Market, Rainbow Center, and 
Link 59. The site is near public transit and has good 
accessibility. Dave’s Market has been a popular place 
among local residents. Also, the site is close to the 
development corridor of E 66 Street, which gives it 
great possibilities. Considering these opportunities 
and the existing vacant parcels, site one is proposed 
to be:
A center for daily activities;
An area with mixed-use office & retail;
A place open to all surrounding neighborhoods;
The linkage between different new development;
A place that generates local commercial and social 
vibrance;
An attraction to new residents and investment.

Area 1: Dave’s Market Hub
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Area 1 is the MidTown hub with the 
three blocks that include Dave’s 
Market, Rainbow Center, and Link 
59. The area is near public transit 
and has good accessibility. Dave’s 
Market has been a popular place 
among local residents. Also, Area 1 
is close to the development corridor 
of E 66th Street, which gives it 
great possibilities. Considering 
these opportunities and the existing 
vacant parcels, Area 1 is proposed 
to be a center for daily activities 
which has mixed-use functions, 
mainly office & retail. These 
developments are tied together 
by public space that is open to all 
surrounding neighborhoods, in the 

form of outdoor seating, parks and 
plazas.
This linkage allows activities 
from these recent developments 
to converge, generating local 
commercial and social vibrance, 
ulimately making the area an 
attraction to new residents and 
investment. The ‘activity hub’ at 
Dave’s transitions into a commercial 
and mixed use plaza near Warner 
Swasey, which flows into a place for 
community activities and a mixed 
income residential neighborhood at 
the disused factory district. 

Looking North on 59th Street From Euclid

Before
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To make up the parking 
area occupied by the new 
development, a new vertical 
parking structure is proposed. 
In addition, to ensure adequate 
parking space for future needs, 
part of the exiting parking lots are 
also expanded.

The new mixed-use buildings 
are three- to four-stories, with 
the ground floor used for retail 
business and the upper floors 
for offices.

In the center of Area 1, a core 
open space is proposed to 
serve local communities, with 
new buildings embacing it. 
The core open space will be 
an active place with a well-
designed landscape, which can 
meet people’s needs for rest, 
recreation, and socializing. The 
vacant land at the bottom next to 
the railroad is also proposed to be 
a major green space, which will 
be connected to the Linear Park.

To better combine the open 
spaces and local retail 
business, the street between 
the Rainbow Center and Link59 
is changed into a pedestrian 
street. The street will be 
directly connected to Area 2 
to form a continuous walking 
route. The biking system is 
also improved to encourage a 
low-carbon lifestyle in the local 
communities.

Programming Breakdown

Proposed Buildings

Transportation Nodes

Green Space

Parking Areas
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Looking South Toward Link 59 From Dave’s Market

This area is close to new planned 
developments along E 66th street, 
such as the proposed headquarters 
of the Cleveland Foundation and 
existing Women and Children’s 
Center. Movement between these 
points is facilitated through colored 
crosswalks and streetscapes by 
local artists. Pedestrian circulation 
is made easier through curb 
extensions between public spaces. 

Traces of MidTown’s industrial past 
are preserved through adaptive 
reuse, and an industrial design 
aesthetic. The new plazas that are 
created between important buildings 
by re-locating parking also serve as 
green spaces where trees could be 
planted, considering that MidTown 
is in need of canopy cover. 

Before
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Activity from the Hub around Dave’s 
Supermarket transitions into the second 
area at the intersection of E 55th and Euclid 
through prominent connectors like painted 
sidewalks, crossings and curb extensions 
that facilitate easy movement. Area 2 works 
in conjunction with the new Warner Swasey 
development. New mixed-use functions, 
comprised of residential, retail and office 
spaces, are proposed in the vacant plots 
around Warner Swasey. 
The linear park, that is a part of the Warner 
Swasey proposal, is extended along the rail 
corridor. Enhanced underpasses allow for 
circulation underneath the elevated corridor, 
and become public space design elements.  
The rail becomes more than functional 
infrastructure that inhibits development 
around it, as small retail stores are introduced 
under it, which can be opportunistically 
accessed by pedestrians walking along the 
linear park. 

Area 2: Box Park @ MidTown

Construction
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Looking South on 55th From Euclid
The new proposed buildings are a 
mix of office, retail and residential 
functions, and feature a neo-
industrial design aesthetic that 
seeks to pay tribute to MidTown’s 
industrial past. The architecture 
makes use of large shipping 
containers stacked in different 
configurations to form the overall 
massing, with large openings and 
light internal partitions, that can be 
constructed quickly and at a very 
low cost. Shipping container walls 
lining the street gradually acquire 
character as they get painted over 
by graffiti. Buildings open out ito 
wider side-walks that are lined with 
native trees.

Before
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Under-Rail Shops

There is a high degree of vacancy around the 
railway corridor, since that is where most industrial 
infrastructure was concentrated. It’s hard for 
pedestrians to move across it, and only high-
traffic vehicular roads intersect it through vehicular 
underpasses. As a result, it has been side-lined, an 
elevated piece of infrstructure that is a reminder of 
the past, though it barely interacts with the daily lives 
of MidTown’s residents. 
By extending the Linear Park from Warner Swasey 
all the way to the negected industrial zone in the 
south, a new interface is created between the railway 
and pedestrians. The space below the elevated rail 
is re-programmed to host small retail stores and 
pedestrian underpasses, that allow it to become 
more than just a utilitarian piece of infrastructure, to 
truly become a historic spine that cuts across the 
neighborhood and directs movement along it. 
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Looking North Toward Rainbow Center from Box Park
The Box Container buildings 
extend over the sidewalks in 
places to create shaded walkways 
with signage that points to key     
attractions. The previously wide, 
empty vehicular streets become 
activated and walkable with street-
facing programs, planted side-
walks, and vehicular parking that 
seperates vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic. 

Before
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Area 3: Westinghouse Commons

Area 3 currently has disused 
industrial buildings covered in 
graffiti and debris. It is proximate 
to residential zones, churches and 
schools.
The proposal envisions it as as 
a community space for Central 
and Fairfax, as it is equi-distant 
and accessible from both these 
neighborhoods. Functions from 
Leo’s Listening Party come 
together here in an art center, 
Kitchen Garden and pop-up 
market. The walls with graffiti 
become relics of the past, within 
which new functions can occur. 

The site works in conjunction 
with affordable housing proposed 
across the railway corridor, 
which connects to it through two 
underpasses.  
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Existing Conditions
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Interior Programming of Community Center
Pedestrians walking along the Linear park from 
Warner Swasey enter a small public plaza at the 
back of a large U-Haul storage space, which directs 
them into the Area 3 through a curb extension that 
facilitates easy crossing. The sidewalk in front of the 
old industrial structures is extended and opens out 
into a wide covered arcade that is lined with retail and 
coworking spaces on either side. 
Though the old outer load-bearing interior brick walls 
and original roof trusses are preserved, all interal 
walls are demolished, and new functions are hosted 
within a light steel structural frame on the plinth and 
mezzanine levels. Internal connections between 
the two old buildings are created, in the form of 
semi-open passages and courtyards. The second 
structure functions as an art gallery and multipurpose 
hall for community events. 
The arcade opens into the Ruins, where the original 
walls with the graffiti and community art-work are 
preseved, and surround a paved open space where 

vendors can set up pop-up markets, food carts, and 
open stores for produce. 
The community market transitions to an open-air 
amphitheatre for community gatherings, movie-
screenings and performances during festivals 
and events. The amphitheater is connected to the 
community center and Black History museum on the 
other side, which has a large central courtyard which 
is connected to the street and the linear park, in a 
series of interconnected continuous public space. 
The community center opens out to the community 
garden and urban farm, that aims to address food 
security, and serves to bring people together to 
generate organic produce for the neighborhood. 
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View From Inside Adaptive-Reuse Industrial Building
The ruins of the old buildings are 
covered in intricate graffiti. The 
proposal recognizes this and treats 
the ruins as important relics of the 
past within which new activities 
can occur. The built and open fuse 
together to create a combined public 
space in the midst of an environment 
that recognizes Cleveland’s industrial 
past and it’s local artists. The view 
on the left shows the arcade in the 
industrial building opening out to the 
market and amphitheatre. 

3D Model
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Phytoremediation Plan

A large area to the south of the 
industrial district is covered in 
construction debris and industrial 
waste, and directly abuts the rail 
corridor making it susceptible to noise 
and dust emanating from it. 
Native plants whose roots help 
detoxify the soil, and plants which 
clean up the air and buffer it from 
the rail are proposed to be planted 
in this area. Over time, once the 
debris is broken down, the soil has 
better integrity and moisture, and 
the environment is free of toxins 
new residential developments can 
be proposed on this site, or it can 
be used to expand the community 
kitchen garden and urban farm. 
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View East From Longfellow Toward Factory Building
The developments proposed across 
the railway corridor include affordable 
housing, where the intention is to 
provide units of different sizes in 
mid-rise buildings, ranging from 
studio apartments to two-bedroom 
homes. These developments are are 
intended for low-income, rental and 
student residents. The densification 
and projected growth within MidTown 
will create demand for new housing, 
and this large stretch of land can be 
developed sensitively to meet it. 

Before
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View South on Ashland From Cedar

We propose that the community center 
and arcade lie at the southern end of 
the Linear Park, which has the potential 
to extend beyond these in the future. 
The adaptived structures and the new 
community center open out directly 
into the sidewalk, forming an active 
interface between Ashland Road and 
the buildings. 

Before
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Proposed Zones of Development and Connection

The existing land-use consisting 
of large segregated industrial 
and commercial blocks is 
reconfigured to introduce a new 
mixed-use zone at the heart of 
MidTown that brings all these 
functions together. 

Chester, Euclid and E 55th 
Street become the most 
prominent pathways in 
the scheme and new bike 
lanes are introduced along 
these to be connected 
to existing bike lanes 
to promote overall bike 
connectivity in the area. 

Zones Connectivity


