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An assessment tool for the public opinion of the 

moral status of Artificial Intelligence 
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Emory University)  

 

The rapidly progressing ability of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to 

plan, integrate, and process information in a human-like manner 

(Bostrom and Yudkowsky, 2014), alongside an increasingly 

anthropomorphic conceptualization of AI’s underlying 

mechanisms has led experts in various fields to question AI’s 

ability to become conscious or sentient. Unclear criteria for 

defining consciousness and sentience and for determining moral 

status make it even harder to predict how AI with human-like 

abilities may fit alongside humanity. While much of the future 

decision-making regarding the moral, legal, and social status of AI 

will be conducted by academics and policymakers, the public’s 

attitude towards conscious AI may play a large role in deciding how 

AI are treated and interacted with. Because of this, it is crucial to 

understand the public’s current opinion of the moral status of AI; 

this project aims to develop a robust assessment tool to examine 

factors and themes crucial to this opinion. Five scenarios were 

created that assessed themes preconceived as dimensions of moral 

status. The preliminary assessment tool was evaluated via 

qualitative interviews with participants of differing familiarity with 

AI.  Participants offered insight into the clarity and effectiveness of 

the tool and four main themes relevant to AI and moral status were 

extracted from responses. A neuroethical analysis of the projected 

and emergent themes from the interviews influenced refinement of 

the administered tool’s scenarios and provides a foundation for an 

assessment tool for the public opinion of the moral status of AI that 

will be expanded upon after further interviews. 


