
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 31, 2022 
 
 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
Please accept this letter as my enthusiastic recommendation of Patrick Horton as a participant 
in NiME’s Doctoral Consortium. Patrick is a fifth-year PhD candidate in Music Education having 
successfully defended his qualifying exams in March of 2020 shortly before the pandemic shut 
down began. Patrick has been an exceptional contributor as a Fellow in Northwestern 
University’s Center for the Study of Education and the Musical experience, making outstanding 
contributions intellectually and through leadership and service. His scholarly accomplishments,  
the interdisciplinary nature of his research agenda, and his exemplary service to our community 
partners distinguish him as an ideal candidate for the Doctoral Consortium. Not only will he 
benefit greatly from the opportunity to interact with other doctoral researchers at NiME, he 
will also bring his unique interdisciplinary perspectives, drawing together ideas from digital 
instrument design, learning sciences, music education, and creativity. Patrick is an incredibly 
thoughtful and collegial collaborator and would undoubtedly be a welcome addition to this 
year’s Doctoral Consortium. 
 
Patrick’s research interests lie at the intersection of musical creativity and technology. He has 
devised a three-part dissertation project examining the ways technology is used by professional 
and student musicians to mediate musical creativity and agency. His project is ambitious in that 
it required the design of three separate, empirical research studies, each examining a different 
facet of musical creativity and technological interface. While the projects explore technology 
and music making among three different populations (professional digital musical instrument 
designers, music students with disabilities, and members of an online digital music composition 
community), all three studies seek to provide the field with a deeper understanding of how 
musical and technological knowledge and skill are applied and integrated during creative music 
making activities.  
 
The study Patrick has proposed to share at the 2022 Doctoral Consortium centers the lived 
experiences of digital instrument designers. He has adopted a phenomenological design for this 
inquiry, recruiting 20 digital instrument designers who have presented at NiME and exploring 
the multifaceted way each leverages musical and technological skills and understandings in the 
creation of new musical instruments and modes of musical expression. Utilizing 
phenomenological interviews as well as a creative video-stimulated recall interview task, 
Patrick seeks to distill the essence of the creative process as described by digital instrument 



designers. These findings will provide insight into creative decision making within the context of 
digital music design and may have implications for designers, music educators, and scholars of 
creativity. Patrick is currently engaged in analyzing the full data set and will be prepared to 
share and receive feedback on his initial findings at NiME. The opportunity to dialogue with 
other doctoral scholars at NiME will be invaluable to Patrick, given the topic of his research.  
 
Related to his interest in NiME, Patrick has demonstrated an astonishing commitment to our 
department’s community partners. As the founder of the Adaptive Digital Musical Instrument 
Project (ADMIP), for the past three years, Patrick has been working with the music educator at 
Park School, a local public school that serves students with disabilities. While this project will 
feature as part of his dissertation research, his commitment to the Park School community has 
gone far beyond the scope of the study and truly exemplifies a successful and sustainable 
university-community partnership. He has spent hundreds of hours designing musical 
instruments for Park School students, interacting with students in the classroom, and providing 
additional technical support to the music educator. He was also the lead author on a district 
grant that secured funding for the hardware for the project (a class set of tablets, associated 
accessories, a charging cart, and a laptop computer). Although formal data collection for this 
project has ended, he continues to provide to support to the music educator during this period 
of remote teaching, helping her implement technology to more effectively reach her students 
in the online learning environment. 
 
Patrick has also successfully taken advantage of opportunities to train outside of music 
education to support his inquiry and his teaching. Last summer, with the support of a 
Northwestern University Digital Humanities Grant, he participated in The Center for Computer 
Research in Music and Acoustics (CCRMA) Workshop on Max/MSP/Jitter at Stanford University. 
This workshop provided training in coding and musical instrument design that he applied in his 
work in the ADMIP program at Park School. He has also collaborated with colleagues in the 
Learning Sciences, participating twice in the Learning Sciences Graduate Student Conference. 
Patrick used feedback he received through the review process and the poster sessions to better 
frame two of his research studies. These opportunities to interface with colleagues from 
outside of music education have not only informed and strengthened his scholarly work but 
also serve as evidence of his ability to engage in the kind of meaningful interdisciplinary 
dialogue that might emerge through Consortium participation. 
 
In conclusion, I offer Patrick Horton my highest endorsement for inclusion in the NiME 2022 
Doctoral Consortium. It has been my great pleasure to work with Patrick for the past 4 ½ years 
and I continue to be impressed with the tenacity with which he has pursued his projects during 
this challenging time. This commitment to his research is evident both in his careful design of 
three separate but interrelated studies, as well as in his ability to pivot during the pandemic to 
adapt and re-envision his projects in creative and meaningful ways. Patrick is well-positioned to 
become a leader in the area of creative music technology and in the field of music education at 
large. He will undoubtedly bring his natural curiosity, high intellectual capacity, and 
commitment to interdisciplinary collaboration to this experience. Should you have any 
questions about Patrick’s potential as a Consortium participant, please do not hesitate to 



contact me directly at sarah.bartolome@northwestern.edu or at (617) 755-4616. It would be 
my pleasure to share more about his promise as a scholar and the impact his participation in 
the NiME Doctoral Consortium will have on his trajectory. 
 
 
Most sincerely,  

 
Sarah J. Bartolome, PhD 
Associate Professor, Music Education  
Northwestern University 
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